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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LISBON 5650 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR EAGR PO US 

SUBJ: POTENTIAL REQUEST FOR RAINMAKING HELP 

1. MUCH OE SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL PORTUGAL IS SUFFERING SEVERE 
DROUGHT, DESCRIBED IN PRESS AS WORST IN THIRTY YEARS. AGRI- 
CULTURAL PRODUCTION IN AFFECTED ZONES HAS BEEN HARD HIT. 
DRENCHING RAINS NORMAL EOR THIS TIME OF YEAR HAVE FAILED 
MATERIALIZE. 

2. IN COURSE OE DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFF CONCERNING UPCOMING 
AZORES GEOTHERMAL POWER PLANT CONFERENCE, PORTUGUESE METEOR- 
OLOGICAL SERVICE OFEICIAL COMMENTED ON USAE RAINMAIKING EXERCISE 
IN AZORES IN 1972. (DEPT MAY WISH REFER TO PREVIOUS MESSAGES ON 
THIS SUBJECT. EXERCISE OCCURRED IN SUMMER 1972, TRIGGERED BY 
URGENT APPEAL TO AMBASSADOR KNIGHT BY THEN FONMINISTER RUI 
PATRICIO). METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OFFICIAL INDICATED PORTUGUESE 
AUTHORITIES NOT NOW THINKING OE INDUCING RAIN ARTIFICIALLY. 
TECHNOLOGICAL INEXACTNESS COULD RESULT IN CLOUDS SEEDED 

OVER OR NEAR PORTUGUESE TERRITORY BEING BORNE BY WINDS TOWARD 
SPAIN. OFEICIAL ALSO REFERRED VAGUELY TO HIGH COST OF SUCH AN 
OPERATION. 
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3. ALTHOUGH GOP REQUEST EOR US RAINMAKING ASSISTANCE IS NOT 
LIKELY IN NEXT COUPLE OE WEEKS, SUCH AN APPEAL MIGHT BE EORTH- 
COMING SHOULD DROUGHT CONTINUE INDEFINITELY INTO NEW YEAR. DEPT 
MAY WISH KEEP IN BACK OP MIND POSSIBILITY OP PORTUGUESE RAIN- 
MAKING REQUEST. 

SCOTT 
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